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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The compact disc sound recording entitled George Michael: Freeek !is classified as: 
Unrestricted. 

The CD is a CD "single" containing three tracks. The tracks are all versions of the 
song "Freeek!" by the well-known pop singer George Michael. The CD contains some 
sexual references and a small amount of offensive language in some of the song 
lyrics. These are mostly confined to the firsttrack, which is an upbeat pop/disco song 
containing some humorous lyrics about using the Internet for sexual purposes. The 
other two tracks are predominantly instrumental dance music remixes and therefore 
the amount of time over the whole CD in which lyrics, and sexual references occur, is 
limited. 

The sexual references tend to be relatively indirect and inexplicit. In the context of the 
"tongue-in-cheek" humour used, they present as risque, a little silly and difficult to take 
seriously rather than as being particularly salacious or strong. They are also often 
ambiguous and open to non-sexual interpretations. The lyrics are subsumed into the 
overall effect of the music, which is of dance oriented pop music, and it is likely that 
many listeners may not take much notice of the lyrics. 
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The CD appears intended for an older audience and is not particularly suitable for 
children due to the sexual material and offensive language. However, this material is 
not considered to be so strong or extensive that there would be a likelihood of injury to 
the public good if the CD is made generally available. The Classification Office has 
also taken into account the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 and considers that 
restricting the CD would not be a reasonable or justified limit on the right to freedom of 
expression. 


OFLCNo: 201629 
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